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THE KAUNE-BANDELIER HOUSE
352 East De Vargas Street

Corinne P. Sze, Ph.D.

The Kaune-Bandelier House

was plaqued in 1966 by the Foun­
dation as the "Adolph Bandelier
House" for its association with the

pioneering scholar of Southwest­
ern archaeology and ethnology;
however, it is more commonly
known as the "Kaune House."

Never owned by Bandelier, it was
his rented home for six of the seven

years that he lived in Santa Fe, and
for subsequent decades the home
of the large family of Henry Kaune,
whose wife, Elizabeth, was Ban­
delier's second cousin. 1Kaune was

a prominent Santa Fe businessman
of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries who founded

the grocery company that was an
institution on the Plaza for decades.
The Foundation's documentation

is published in Old Santa Fe To­
daY. but the house has not been the
subject of a more detailed Bulletin
article.

From 1885 to 189I,JBandelier

and his first wife, Josephine, rented
at least part of the house from John
G. Schumann. Here, Bandelier fin­

ished The Delight Makers, a novel
based on his understanding of an­
cient pueblo life. He was visited by
Charles F. Lummis, who photo­
graphed the house and family. A
young man at the time, Lummis'
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association with Bandelier influ­

enced the course of his prolific
career as an author, editor, photog­
rapher, founder of the Southwest
Museum in Los Angeles, and all·
round Western enthusiast. Henry
Kaune came to Santa Fe because
of his wife's familial connection
with Bandelier. After the latter's

departure, Kanne rented the house
and eventually purchased it. Mem­
bers of the Kaune family lived
there until the death of Henry S.
Kaune's youngest daughter, Anna
(Mrs. RobertL. Ormsbee), in 1982.

It is now owned by Gerald Peters.
Located on the southwest cor­

ner of Paseo de Peralta and East

De Vargas Street, the building may
incorporate rooms that were
already on the property in 1867.4 It
is shown on the c. 1886 Hartmann

map as a linear L-shaped structure
with the short leg along what is
now East De Vargas Street. By
1912, the year that marks the end
of the Territorial period, it appears
that rooms had been added south

of the L,s creating the shape of the
oldest section of the house today.

As it presently stands, the
house consists of a linear file of

seven rooms extending from north
to south and fronted by a long,
Territorial-style portal that faces



west toward the Paseo. The room

on the north end (now partitioned)
extends further east than the file

itself, creating an L. Two addi­
tional rooms and a hall lie in the

corner created by the L and an
added bathroom extends east.
These oldest sections of the house

are covered with a low-pitched,
side-gabled roof. On the south end
of the building is a group of rooms
added in the 1930s as part of a
separate apartment that is entered
through a door facing north under
the south end of the portal and also
by a main door on the south facade.
Atthe southeast comerofthe build­

ing, connected by a very short sec­
tion of wall, is a small apartment
built in the late 1960s; south of the

apartment are storage buildings.
Under the portal are two doors,

one at the far north end and a larger
entrance near the center. There is

one Territorial 9/6 double-hung
wooden window with wavy panes
south of the central door. Before

the 1920s,6 the other windows on

the main facade were changed to
paired II I wooden double-hung or
multiples of small-paned wooden
casements. Windows on the other

facades are of the same types
except for a metal casement win­
dow in the 1930s addition.

The linear arrangement of the
adobe rooms, thick exterior as well
as interior walls (in some cases

over two feet), and varying floor
levels suggest the house's origin
in the Spanish building tradition.
The portal, with its square, un­
painted posts topped with small
strips of molding suggesting Doric
capitals, is shown in Lummis' c.
1890 photographs and is charac­
teristic of the Territorial period, as
are the pedimented lintels over the

Bandelier family under the west portal, c. 1890. Standing is Bandelier; seated
are from top, Fanny Lambelet. Josephine Bandelier and Bandelier's father.
Courtesy Dorothy King Steele
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doors and some windows and the

one remaining long 9/6 window.
In the c. 1890 photographs pedi­
mented lintels trimmed long, shut­
tered windows of apparently uni­
form size. The large double door
with six small transom panes,
which lies near the center of the

facade and enters into a hallway
created by a thin wooden wall, also
suggests the Territorial period.

On the interior all ceilings are
plastered; there are no exposed
ceiling timbers. The only fireplace
is in the 1930s apartment. Win­
dows are deeply inset in the Terri­
torial manner and some are lined
with wood. Decorative trim in­

cludes high baseboards, picture
moldings, and pedimented lintels
over some doors and windows.

Between 1873 and 1877 John

Schumann, through four separate
purchases, put together a tract of
land bounded on the north for 183
feet by East De Vargas Street, on
the south by the Acequia Analco (a
lateral of the Acequia Madre), on
the east by Garcia Street, and on
the west by land belonging to
Epifanio VigiP The only build­
ings on the properties shown on
historic maps or mentioned in
recorded deeds were close to East

De Vargas Street on two small
tracts where the house is now lo­
cated.

The first portion of the prop­
erty, purchased by Schumann in
1873 for $1,350 from Henry and
Julie Hilgert of Baltimore, ex-

3

tended 135 feet along East De
Vargas Street from its northwest
corner. No buildings are men­
tioned in the deed of sale.8 How­

ever, in 1869when Hilgert, then of
Santa Fe, had bought the same
property from Marta Romero y
Maynas for $850, it included a
"dwelling house, outhouses, and
all appurtenances. ''9 Two years
before, when Romero purchased it
from Isabel Roival (sic), Paula
Gallegos, and Filomeno Gallegos
(of San Miguel County) for $370,
the house was described as facing
southand consisting of "tres piezas
de casa y tres portales y medio"
(three rooms and three and one­
half portals).10

Schumann's second and third
purchases in 1876 and 1877 added
large tracts of open land extending
south to the acequia and east to
Garcia Street.11 In 1877 the last

purchase, from Maria Faustina
Lucero, added 48 feet along East
De Vargas Street east of the first
tract. Here was located a building
described simply as "a certain
house."u

John Schumann had arrived in
Santa Fe in the 1860s and died at

the age of 83 in 1917 at his home
on Lincoln Avenue. Born in Sax­

ony in 1834, he had immigrated to
America as a young man and come
west over the Santa Fe Trail with a
team of oxen. A shoemaker, he
opened a boot and shoe business
on the south side of the Plaza in the

space later occupied by Zook' s



Pharmacy (now the Haagen-Dazs
Ice Cream Shoppe).13 It is not
known if or when Schumann lived

in the East De Vargas house, but in
November of 1885 he rented three
rooms to Bandelier.

Bandelier is a towering figure
in the history of Southwestern
archaeology and ethnology. He
came to New Mexico as the first

fellow of the Archaeological
Institute of America, charged to
survey and report on pueblo sites.
He traversed the Rio Grande Val­

ley mostly on foot, surveyed known
village sites, recorded the histori­
cal traditions of the living Indians
and correlated these with the

records of the early Spanish ex­
plorers and his own study of the
ruins in order to separate the his­
toric from the prehistoric.14 In
addition to voluminous scholarly
writings and factual articles in
popular periodicals, he published
a novel set in Frijoles Canyon,
The Delight Makers, which re­
mains in print today. The Ban­
delier National Monument, which

encompasses Frijoles Canyon, was
established in 1916 by President
Woodrow Wilson.

Adolph Francis Alphonse
Bandelier was born in Bern, Swit­

zerland, in 1840 and brought to the
United States at the age of eight
after his father had settled in the

small Swiss community of High­
land, Illinois, 30 miles east of St.
Louis, Missouri. In 1854 the elder
Bandelier and two other Swiss im-
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migrants founded a bank in High­
land with backing from Switzer­
land. Adolph, an only child, was
tutored at home in languages and
other subjects and showed an early
interest in scholarly pursuits. In
1862 he married Josephine Huegy,
the daughter of one of his father's
banking partners.15

As a young man he was in­
volved in a number of business

ventures, including an affiliation
with his father's bank, and at the

same time independently pursued
interests in history, archaeology,
and anthropology. In the 1870s he
turned his attention to the Aztecs

of Mexico and taught himself
Spanish in order to use documen­
tary sources. A number of mono­
graphs on ancient Mexican culture
secured his reputation as a scholar
and in 1877 he was elected to

membership in the American As­
sociation for the Advancement of
Science.

Bandelier's first field investi­

gations took place in New Mexico
under the auspices of the Archaeo­
logical Institute. Leaving his fam­
ily in Highland, he arrived in Santa
f<'eon August 23, 1880, and took a
room at the Grand Central Hotel;
for the next four months he under­

took archaeological and ethno­
graphic studies. It was then that
the Cochiti first guided him to
Frijoles Canyon. In 1881 he
worked in Mexico, but for the next
two years was back in the South­
west. In July of 1884, with his



salary from the Institute due to
terminate on January 1, Bandelier
left Santa Fe uncertain that he
would ever return. III

Financial ruin struck a few

months after his return to High­
land. His father's bank failed in

April of 1885. The only surviving
member of the original partner­
ship, the elder Bandelier fled to
South America. Of the three jun­
ior partners, Bandelier's brother­
in-law, Maurice Huegy, commit­
ted suicide in May and the other
went to Iowa, leaving Bandelier
the lone object of the local ire. He
was arrested, spent a night in jail,
and quickly departed for New
Mexico. Joined in a few months by
his wife, he rented three furnished
rooms for $15 per month in the
house owned by John Schumann
and established his home on East
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De Vargas Street 11

His resources exhausted,
Bandelier was forced to seek in­
come from articles and reviews

written for popular German and
American periodicals. He gave
foreign language lessons and com­
pleted the novel he had begun in
1883. Written in German as Die

Koshare, it was finished at the East
De Vargas Street house in 1886
but not published until 1890; it
appeared first serially in a New
York German-language newspa­
per and then in English as The
Delight Makers.

Bandelier published locally as
well. The Weekly New Mexican
Review reported,

Prof. A.D.F. Bandalier [sic],
the well known Santa Fe

gentleman, who is conceded



to week and will run

in the Boletin Pop­
ular about two
months. This is the

first attempt to pro­
duce Prof. Banda­

lier's very correct
historical work in

Spanish ... 18

While living in
Santa Fe, Bandelier
was also commis­

sioned by the Arch­
bishop, J.B. Salpointe,
to write an account of
the missions of the

Spanish Southwest to
be sent to Rome for

presentation to Pope
Leo XIII in honor of
the Golden Jubilee of

his priesthood in 1887. He was
hired as historiographer by the
Hemenway Southwestern Ar­
chaeological Expedition and as in­
spector for the Indian pueblos by
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Mis­

sions. Bandelieralso was appointed
to catalogue and translate the terri­
torial archives, but the legislature
authorized funding for only one
year.

Years later Charles Lummis,
speaking of Bandelier's time in
Santa Fe, recalled that his "hospi­
table home, so graciously presided
over by his first wife, was well
known to all."19 A frequent visitor
was John Schumann, not only a
patient landlord whom Bandelier

to be one of the leading ar­
chaeological and historical
students of the age, has writ­
ten a very able and thorough
volume on the discovery of
New Mexico by the francis­
can Monk, Fray Marcos de
Niza, in 1539, and this vol­

ume has already been pub­
lishedin German, French, and
English. Beginningnextweek
the Boletin Popular, Don Jose
Segura'ssprightlyweeklypa­
per, will reproduce this his­
tory in Spanish, the transla­
tion having been made from
the French by Dr. Zabala. It
will be continued from week

The Bandelier family under the portal, c. 1890;
photo by Charles F. Lummis. Standing: Bandelier
(left) and his father; seated Josephine Bandelier
(left) and Fanny Lambelet. Courtesy Museum of
New Mexico, Neg. No., 9167.
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paid when he could, but also a
friend and reliable companion for
afternoons and evenings at the
Fisher Brewery on Palace Avenue.
Schumann was also among those
present at the first reading of The
Delight Makers, which took place
from February to May of 1886.

Charles Lummis met Ban­
delierin 1888while inNewMexico

recuperating from the effects of a
stroke brought on at the age of 29
byoverwork. Despite paralysis that
incapacitated most of his left side,
he carried with him a forty-pound
camera and glass plates with which
he took unique photographs of the
Southwest.

From April 17, 1888, to De­
cember 17, 1890, Bandelier's
father also lived at the house, hav­
ing returned from South America;zo
his presence was a source of con­
siderable tension. Josephine Ban­
delier's niece, Fanny Lambelet,
was in Santa Fe in July of 1890.21

Photographs taken by Lummis
record these visits andthe appear­
ance of the portal as well.

In April of 1891, when
Josephine Bandelier was no longer
able to keep house because of an
injury to her arm, the Bandeliers
left John Schumann's house for

smaller quarters. They took up
residence on Canyon Road in the
home of another friend, the mer­
chant James L. Johnson, where
they lived for a little more than a
year before leaving Santa Fe for
good.n
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Without foreseeable sources
of income to support work in the
Southwest, in the spring of 1892
Bandelier embarked on a South

American expedition initially
financed by Henry Villard. He was
accompanied by Lummis as an
assistant and photographer. Jose­
phine died that winter in Lima,
Peru. Returning to the United
States in 1903, Bandelier contin­
ued his work in New York City,
lecturing for a period at Columbia
University. He died in 1914 in
Spain where he had gone to search
for archival sources bearing on his
work in Spanish America.

After moving to Santa Fe,
Bandelier corresponded regularly
with Henry Kaune of Breese, Illi­
nois, who had married Bandelier's
second cousin, Elizabeth Ban­
delier, in 1883. She was born in
1861 in Highland, the daughter of
Emil and Rosalie Lipps Bandelier.

Henry S. Kaune, date unknown.



My nephew [sic]at Santa Fe,
Henry Kaune, is about the
only relative with whom I
stand in correspondence, and
he is now engaged in selling,
for me, my dear Library, dear
but useless to me in this part
of the world, and [hence?]
dead capital.26

Fein 1887for his
health,which had
been impaired by
mill work, and
was soon joined
by his wife and
two children,
Alice Amelia
(born 1884) and
Alfred William
(born 1886). He
workedas asales­
man for various
SantaFefirmsbe­

fore opening his
own wholesale

and retail grocery
business in 18%.

While Bandelier was in Santa
Fe, he and Kaune maintained a
close friendship, visiting each
other's homes nearly every day.
There were frequent evenings of
cards and visits to the brewery.
Kaune helped the Bandeliers with
house decorating and repairs.
After Bandelier left Santa Fe for

South America, they continued to
correspond. Bandelier wrote to
Frank Cushing from Bolivia,

Kaune daughters, from left: Felicitas, Anna and Alice,
c. 1910. Courtesy Dorothy King Steele and Louise King
Hanrahan

After her father, Adolph Bande­
lier's first cousin, died in 1873,
Elizabeth lived with Adolph and
Josephine who had no children of
their own.23

Henry Spencer Kaune was
born in Jamestown, Illinois, in
about 1855, the son of Charles H.
and Ernestine Weidner Kaune. His
father was a native of Hanover,
Germany, and his mother of
Saxony. After attending business
college in St. Louis, he joined his
two brothers in a flour-milling
business that had been established

by their father at Breese.24 During
the crisis brought on by the failure
of the elder Bandelier's bank,
Kaune stood by his wife's cousin
and was given power-of-attorney
in 1885 before Bandelier's retreat
to Santa Fe.u

Kaune himself moved to Santa
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It is not known precisely when
the Kaune family moved into the
East De Vargas Street house,
al though it is clear that they leased
it from John Schumann, for a con­
siderable period before purchas­
ing it from his estate in 1919.37

Kaune's obituary in 1933 states
that he had lived in the East De

Vargas Street house for 45 of his
46 years in Santa Fe.2lI Although it
does not appear that the Kaunes
lived there with the Bandeliers,
they probably moved in soon after
the latter left the house in 1891.19

When the Kaunes lived in the
house, the main entrance was the
door on the north end of the portal
into what was a large living room.
South of the living room was the
dining room. The next room was
the kitchen, which was separated
by a very thin wall from a hall that
was entered from the portal by
large double doors. South of the

hall was the bedroom that was oc­

cupied by Henry S. Kaune. There
was no door into the next room,
which was the kitchen of a sepa­
rate apartment occupied by Henry
Kaune's son, Alfred, and his wife.
South of this kitchen was a dining
room. From the dining room an
arch led to the added rooms of the

apartment including a bedroom,
storage room, and large living
room with a fireplace.

A number of alterations were
made to the house while the
Kaune's lived there. Before the

early 1930s the windows were
changed to an assortment of
wooden double-hung 1/1 and
multi-paned casements, in some
cases altering considerably the
sizes of the openings. In the 19308
a bedroom was partitioned off at
the back of the living room and in
the 19408a bathroom added to the

bedroom by grandson Robert
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Well's father. Also in the 19308

the apartment rooms were added
on the south. At an unknown date

plywood was placed on the ceiling
of the portal over the square beams
to prevent birds from nesting. In
the late 1960s a bedroom and bath,
with an outside entrance, were built
onto the southeast corner of the

building for Henry Kaune' s son,
Charles,30 who had previously
lived in a separate building on the
property.

Kaune was the founder and

head for more than thirty years of
the Kaune Grocery Company, a
leading business on the Plaza. At
his death it was said of him,

Mr. Kaune and his sons built

up a large trade in the grocery
business by means of fair,
honest dealing and scrupu­
lous courtesy to the public.
His integrity and that of his
sons had become proverbial
in Santa Fe. He was always
deeply interested in every
matter that affected the

growth and beautification
of the city.31

A leader in the civic life of

Santa Fe, Kaune served for four

years as a member of the city coun­
cil, and for 30 years as the trea­
surer of the Santa Fe Chamber of
Commerce. He was a chartermem­
ber and a director of the Kiwanis
Club and chairman of the Kiwanis

committee in charge of improve-
10

ments to Alameda Park. The row

of great trees planted by the com­
mittee on the north side of the river

was said to be a fitting tribute to his
vision and indefatigable effort. He
lived to be 78 and died at home on

July 4, 1933, after a lengthy illness
that had kept him confined to bed
for more than a year.32

Elizabeth Bandelier Kaune

lived at 352 East De Vargas Street
until her death at 93 in 1954. She

participated in community activi­
ties as a member and president of
the Woman's Board of Trade, a
member of the Santa Fe Woman's

Club, the Library Association, the
Woman's Board of the New Mexi­

co Art Museum, and for many
years as president of the Holy Faith
Guild.33 In 1914, shortly after
Bandelier's death, she donated a
collection of Bandelier "relics,"

including photographs, maps,
pamphlets, and books, which was
placed in the Museum as the
"Elizabeth Bandelier Kaune Col­
lection."34 In 1954 when she be­

came iII, her daughter, Anna
Ormsbee, and her husband came
to live at the house.

Two other of the Kaunes'

seven children, Charles and Alfred,

lived on the property until their
deaths. Alfred William Kaune, for

whom apartment rooms were
added to the south end of the house

in the 19308, was born in Breese
and educated in the Santa Fe Pub­

lic Schools, S1.Michael's College,
and the New Mexico Military



The Kaune Grocery, c. 1900. Courtesy Dorothy King Steele.

Institute at Roswell. Early in his
career he was a bookkeeper in his
father's mercantile business and

briefly the State Bank Examiner.
Hewas a teller at the First National
Bank in Santa Fe for eight years
and then auditor of the New

Mexico Power Company. At the
same time he served as president
of the Kaune Grocery Company
but was not active in its manage­
ment. His career in public service
included eight years as the Santa
Fe City Treasurer. He was chair­
man of the County Commission
and president of the Santa Fe
School Board; Kaune Elementary
Schoolwas named for him. Alfred
married Ruth Thompson in Janu­
ary 1933 and lived in the apart­
mentatthe southend of his parent's
home until his death in 1971at the
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age of 83.35

Charles Kaune was a buyer for
the store and later vice-president
of the Kaune Grocery Company.
He never married and because he

had had tuberculosis as a young
man, preferred to live out of doors.
For many years he slept in a small
wooden cabin with a canvas top
located east of the main house,
where Paseo de Peralta now runs.
After the Paseo was constructed
on Kaune land in about 1968,
Charles had a one-room apartment
built at the southwest comer of the

house by the contractor John Gia­
nardi.36 He lived there until his

death in 1974 at the age of 85.37
The Kaune-Bandelier House

is a historically valuable property
not only as the home of Adolph
Bandelier during most of his years



of permanent residency in Santa
Fe, but also as the home for more

than 50 years of the Kaune family,
long associated with the business
life of the Plaza.
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